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THE  FOLLOWING  NOTICES,  RELATING  TO  VARIOUS  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  FAMILY  OF  HARRISON,  WHOSE  NAMES  WILL  BE 
FOUND  IN  THE  FOREGOING  PEDIGREE,  ARE  TAKEN  FROM 
FAMILY  MEMORANDA  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  THE  VEN. 
ARCHDEACON  HARRISON  AND  OTHER  ORIGINAL  SOURCES. 


— Freckleton  is  one  of  the  fifteen  townships  in  the  parish  of  Kirkhana.  The 
"  thirty  men "  were  an  elective  town  council,  who  managed  the  schools  and  other 
matters  for  this  wide-spreading  parish.  The  four  Churchwardens  were  chosen  by  the 
Vicar  and  the  thirty  men,  one  of  whom  was  Richard  Harrison. 

From  Kirkham  Parish  Register,  co.  Lancaster. 

1573,  ffeb.  7.  Richard  Harison,  fillius  Willm.  (bapt.). 

1623-4,  Jan.  5.  Joseph,  fil.  Rich.  Bridgett  Harrison  de  ffreckleton  (bapt.). 

1648,  Aug.  28.  Richard  Harrison,  filius  Joseph  de  Newton,  natus  {sic)  (bapt.). 

1651,  June  iij.  ux.  Rich.  Harrison  de  ffreckelton  (burials). 

1657,  May  3.  Richard  Harrison  of  ffrecleton  (burials). 

1666,  March  18.  Joseph  H.,  filius  Richard  de  ffrecklton  (bapt.). 

1666,  Aug.  15.  Jennet  H.  de  Newton  15  ux.  Josephi  (burials). 

1668-9,  Dec.  10.  Mr  Joseph  Harryson  de  Newton  (burials). 

— Lund  was  an  ancient  chantry  in  Clifton-cum- Salwick,  and  later  a  chapel  of 
ease  to  Kirkham.  In  1650  it  was  returned  as  being  four  miles  from  the  parish  church 
by  the  Committee  of  Plundered  Ministers,  and  as  being  received  by  Joseph  Harrison,  a 
godly,  diligent,  and  painful  pastor,  who,  in  1648,  had  fifty  shillings  a  year  settled  upon 
him  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  reversion  to  "  a  preaching  minister  at  Lund  ;  "  and  if 
there  should  be  a  vacancy  the  trustees  named  were  "  to  hire  a  minister  to  preach 
at  the  said  chapel."  Calamy  says  of  Mr.  Joseph  Harrison,  the  minister  of  "  Lun 
chapel,"  that  he  was  "  fixed  in  a  dark  corner,  where  he  was  wonderfully  followed  and 
very  useful."    (Vol.  II.,  337.) 

The  will  of  "  Joseph  Harrison  of  Newton  with  Scales,  clerke,"  is  in  the  principal 
Registry  of  the  High  Court  of  Probate,  Archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  and  is  dated  20 
Nov.,  1668. 

His  property  to  be  divided  into  halves  according  to  the  custom  of  York.  One  part  to 
all  his  children  except  his  son  Richard.  As  to  the  other  part,  to  his  said  son  Richard  his 
"  librarie  of  bookes,"  on  condition  of  paying  out  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  divided 
amongst  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Testator's  brother-in-law,  George  Sharpies  of 
Freckleton,  and  another  to  be  executors. 

This  George  Sharpies  signs  the  pedigree  of  the  family  of  Sharpies  of  Freckleton, 
at  the  "  Visitation  of  Lancashire,"  by  Dugdale,  returning  himself  as  set.  43  at  the  date 
of  his  signature,  19  Sept.,  1664;  his  arms — sa.,  3  crescents  arg.,  between  the  points 
of  each  a  mullet  or.    His  wife  was  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Veale,  of 
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Whinney  Haigh  in  Layton,  grandfather  to  Edward  Veale  of  Whinney-heyes,  who 
is  named  an  executor  in  the  will  of  Rev.  Richard  Harrison,  Vicar  of  Poulton-le-Fylde, 
next  following. 

<£t — Richard  Harrison,  A.B.,  was  presented  October  6,  1674,  by  Richard  Fleetwood, 
of  Rosse  Hall,  Esq.,  to  the  Vicarage  of  Poulton,  in  the  hundred  of  Amaunderness, 
Lancashire,  vacant  by  the  death  of  George  Shawe,  A.M.* 

He  died  Feb.  23,  1718,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  church  in  the  south  aisle,  where 
is  a  stone  with  this  inscription : — 

"  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Richard  Harrison,  Vicar  of  Poulton,  who  died  Feb.  23, 
1718,  set.  suse  65."f 

The  will  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Harrison,  Vicar  of  Poulton-le-Fylde,  is  amongst 
wills  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  in  the  principal  Registry  of  the  High  Court 
of  Probate : — 

"  In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Richard  Harrison  of  Poulton  in  the  County  of 
Lancashire  Clerk  being  infirm  in  body  but  of  sound  and  disposing  Memory  (praised  be 
Almighty  God  for  the  same)  doe  make  and  ordaine  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
in  manner  and  form  following  (that  is  to  say)  I  doe  hereby  give  devise  and  bequeath 
unto  my  Daughter  Ann  Singleton  and  my  Daughter-in-Law  Alice  Harrison  the  sum 
of  twenty  and  one  shillings  and  six  pence  apiece.  Item,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath 
unto  my  Sister  Margaret  the  sum  of  fifty  shillings.  Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  Daughter  Jennet  Harrison  the  sum  of  one  shilling.  Item,  I  give  devise  and 
bequeath  unto  my  Servant  Anne  Gant  the  sum  of  Five  Pounds  in  case  she  continue 
in  my  Service  until  the  time  of  my  decease  and  not  otherwise.  And  it  is  my  will  and 
mind  to  be  interred  in  such  decent  manner  as  my  Executors  hereafter  named  shall 
think  fit.  Item  after  payment  and  full  satisfaction  of  all  and  every  my  just  debts  and 
funeral  expences  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  rest  residue  and  remainder  of  my  goods 
chattels  and  personall  estate  whatsoever  unto  my  son  Joseph  Harrison.  And  lastly  I 
do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  Edward  Veale  of  Whinney Jneyes  in  the  said  County 
esquire  and  John  Alston  of  Poulton  aforesaid  Schoolmaster  Executors  of  this  my 
said  Will  and  Testament  hopeing  they  will  endeavour  duly  to  perform  the  same  as  my 
trust  is  in  them  reposed.  In  testimony  whereof  I  the  said  Richard  Harrison  have 
hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  Seale  this  nineteenth  day  of  February  Anno  Dom.  1713. 

"  Sealed  signed  and  published  expressed 
and  declared  by  the  said  Richard  Harrison 
to  be  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the 
presence  of 

"John  Acryon,  clerk  in  holy  orders.  his  mark 

"  Nath.  Millet,  parish  clerk  of  Poulton-le-fylde.  X 

Richard  Harrison." 

39* — In  the  Kilner  MS.,  to  which  reference  will  presently  be  made  (see  note  JF), 
she  is  called  "  Anne  Rushton  of  a  good  family."  This  mistake  is  easily  explained  by 
the  fact  of  her  mother  having  married  secondly  Geoffrey  Rushton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of 
Antley,  and  being  therefore  better  known  as  Mrs.  Rushton  to  Rev.  James  Kilner,  who 
was  not  born  till  1720. 

Geoffrey  Rushton  signs  his  pedigree  in  the  "  Visitation  of  Lancashire,"  by  Dugdale, 

*  Institution  Kegister,  Chester. 

f  Whitaker's  "  History  of  Richmondshire,''  vol.  ii. 

B  2 
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in  1664-5,  dating  it  "  Blakeburne  20  Sept.,  1664.''  He  returns  Lis  coat  of  arms 
therein  as  "  arg.,  a  lion  passant         chief  of  the  last." 


&* —  Joseph,  the  son  (the  only  one  I  think)  of  Richard  Harrison,  Clerk,  Vicar  of 
Poulton  in  Amaunderness,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  diocese  of  Chester,  and 
of  Ann  Rushton,  of  a  good  family,  his  wife,  was  born  at  Brindle  near  Preston,  in  that 
county,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1666. 

He  was  educated  at  Kirkham,  six  miles  distant  from  Poulton,  and  from  thence 
removed  to  Brasenose  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  was  admitted  Bible  Clerk,  and 
stayed  till  he  had  taken  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  when  he  was  ordained  Deacon 
in  "Wadham  College  Chapel,  by  Gilbert  [Ironside],  "Warden  of  Wadham,  and  late 
Vice- Chancellor,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  on  Sunday,  29  Dec,  1689,  and  then  Priest  in 
Magdalen  College  Chapel,  by  John  [Hough],  President  of  Magdalen  Colleg-e,  Bishop 
of  Oxford,  on  Sunday,  21  Sept.,  1690. 

He  was  licensed  and  admitted  Curate,  that  is  Minister  of  Cirencester,  in  the  county 
and  diocese  of  Gloucester,  24  Sep.,  1690;  and,  being  thereby  prevented  from  keeping 
the  necessary  residence  at  Oxford,  he  some  time  after  took  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  at  Cambridge,  and  was  thereupon  afterwards  admitted  to  the  same  degree  in  his 
own  University. 

He  was  instituted  to  the  Rectory  of  Daglingworth,  near  Cirencester,  8th  of 
October,  1729. 

He  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  Lord  Bathurst,  4  Feb.,  1731-2. 

He  was  Dean  rural  of  the  Deanery  of  Cirencester,  26  July,  1735,  the  first  year  of 
Martin  [Benson],  Bishop  of  Gloucester;  and  having  lived  to  good  old  age  he  departed 
this  life  at  his  house  in  Cirencester,  on  Wednesday,  28  of  Nov.,  1753  (10  at  night), 
after  having  constantly  resided  there  through  the  whole  course  of  his  very  zealous  and 
successful  ministry,  viz.,  upwards  of  sixty-three  years. 

He  published  an  Exposition  of  the  Church  Catechism  for  the  use  of  his  parish  ; 
the  third  edition  of  which  was  printed  in  London,  1735,  and  another  edition  of  it  was 
afterwards  printed  at  Dublin.  He  likewise  published  a  Sermon  preached  at  Cirencester 
on  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  and  an  Address  to  the  Dissenters  (Presbyterians  ?)  of  his 
parish  on  the  death  of  their  Minister,  Mr.  John  Baber(?),  buried  26  July,  1697,  in 
the  still  more  early  part  of  his  life. 

He  had  issue,  by  his  wife  Catharine  .  .  .  .,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Hitchins, 
whom  he  married  at  Colesbourn,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  27  May  (Trinity  Mon- 
day), 1689,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  which  two  sons  died  young,  and  all  the 
rest  have  living  issue. 

She  died  29  Aug.,  1733,  a  fortnight  before  her  daughter  Kilner. 

He  and  his  wife  are  both  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  Church  of  Cirencester,  just 
without  the  communion  rails,  under  a  black  marble  with  an  inlaid  border  of  agate 
colour. 

The  initials  of  their  names,  and  the  date  of  the  year  in  which  they  each  of  them 
died,  being  inscribed  upon  two  pieces  of  white  marble,  of  a  lozenge  form,  set  into  the 
black  marble. 


{From  the  Kilner  MS.) 


I.  H. 
1753. 


C.  H. 
1733. 
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Adjoining  to  this,  as  if  part  of  the  same,  is  a  like  black  stone  for  his  youngest  son, 
Sir  Thomas  Harrison,  of  which  see  more  in  the  account  afterwards  given  of  him. 


All  these  stones  are  now  placed  with  the  memorials  of  the  Cripps  family  in  St. 
Catherine's  chapel,  in  the  same  church. 

The  portraits  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harrison  and  his  wife  Catherine,  at  the  present 
time  in  the  possession  of  Archdeacon  Harrison,  together  with  other  family  pictures,  of 
which  mention  will  be  made  in  their  proper  places,  are  copies  of  original  portraits  long 
preserved  in  the  Kilner  family,  and  were  presented  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  in  1824,  the  following  letter  accompanying  the  gift : — 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  My  sister  and  I  have  employed  a  young  artist  to  copy  the  portraits  of 
our  mutual  ancestors,  which  are  very  exactly  done,  and  we  hope  you  will  do  us  the 
favor  to  accept  them  as  a  testimony  of  the  obligation  we  feel  for  the  trouble  you 
have  taken  in  our  family  affairs.    With  regards  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

"  E.  Kilner. 

<l  Maryland  Point,  Feb.  17,  1824." 

(From  the  Kilner  MS.) 

fft — James  Kilner  was  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Kilner,  and  grandson  of  Thomas 
Kilner  of  Heliington,  near  Kendal,  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  gent. 

Thomas,  father  of  James  Kilner,  was  born  at  Kendal  in  1652,  and  was  keeper  of 
the  King's  warehouse  in  the  Port  of  London  until  the  Revolution,  "  but  having  taken 
the  oaths  to  James  II.  he  could  not  satisfy  himself  in  taking  them  to  his  successor  so 
long  as  the  other  lived,  but  upon  the  death  of  that  prince  he  readily  acknowledged  and 
swore  allegiance  to  the  then  Sovereign  King  William  III.,  in  whose  time  he  was  farmer 
of  the  markets  of  the  City  of  London,  which  promised  to  be  a  very  beneficial  thing  to 
him,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  bargain  and  the  envy  and  ill-will  that  attended  it  his 
lease  exposed  him  to  suits  and  difficulties  which  made  the  terms  of  renewing  it  un- 
desirable to  him."    (See  Maitland's  History  of  London,  I.,  500.) 

He  died  at  his  house  in  Tower  Street,  Sept.  30,  1706,  and  was  buried  by  his  wife, 
who  had  died  there  Feb.  13,  1703-4,  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  the 
East. 

James  Kilner  was  born  in  Tower  Street,  30  March,  1694 ;  was  educated  at  Eton 
and  Westminster  Schools,  and  at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  taking  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1713,  and  proceeding  M.A.  in  1717.  He  was  ordained  by  Sir 
Jonathan  Trelawny,  the  then  Bishop  of  Winchester,  in  his  chapel  at  Farnham  Castle, 
Deacon,  on  Sunday,  27  April,  and  Priest  8  June,  1718,  when  (it  being  Trinity  Sunday) 
he  preached  the  Ordination  Sermon ;  his  title  for  orders  and  preferment  being  the 
Chaplainship  to  the  Third  Troop  of  Horse  Guards. 

On  18  June,  1718,  he  married  Ann,  eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Harrison,  and 
resided  for  some  time  in  Cirencester,  afterwards  removing  to  Tottenham,  county 
Middlesex.  After  holding  other  preferment,  on  his  institution  to  the  Rectory  of  Lex- 
den  in  Essex,  on  10  Sept.,  1729,  "  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  himself  succeeded 
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in  the  Rectory  of  Daglingworth,  county  Gloucester,  by  his  wife'a  father,  and  in  the 
chapelry  of  Southgate,  in  the  parish  of  Edmonton,  by  her  brother,  the  Rev.  John 
Harrison  ;  happy  in  this  and  in  every  opportunity  of  shewing  his  regard  for  her  and 
for  the  worthy  persons  he  had  by  her  means  become  connected  with." 


His  portrait  is  amongst  the  Harrison  family  pictures  now  in  the  possession  of 
Archdeacon  Harrison. 

His  eldest  son,  Thomas,  was  Deputy-Receiver-General  of  the  Land  Tax,  under  his 
uncle,  Sir  Thomas  Harrison. 

His  second  son,  Joseph  Kilner,  born  4  December,  1720,  was  educated  at  University 
College,  Oxford ;  B.A.  27  May,  1741 ;  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  Merton  College  on  24 
September  of  the  same  year.  He  held  the  Rectory  of  Farleigh,  county  Surrey,  also 
the  moiety  of  a  sinecure  rectory  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and  the  Rectory  of  Lap- 
worth,  county  Warwick,  all  in  the  gift  of  Merton  College,  and  married  his  cousin 
Catharine,  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  Turner  of  Cirencester,  4  June,  1770. 

It  is  to  the  carefully  compiled  volume  of  family  notes  made  by  him  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  said  wife  and  at  her  desire,  that  the  family  owe  many  interesting  personal 
details  relating  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harrison,  Vicar  of  Cirencester,  Sir  Thomas 
Harrison,  etc. 

This  manuscript  book  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Archdeacon  Harrison,  it  having 
been  presented  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esquire,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  by  the  Kilner 
family  in  1820. 

{From  the  Kilner  MS.) 

— Richard  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  before-mentioned  Joseph  Harrison.  He 
was  born,  married,  and  died  as  before  set  down  in  the  account  of  his  father  and 
family  ;  but  where  he  was  bred,  or  how  disposed  of,  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  ; 
he  having  left  the  kingdom,  and  lived  altogether  in  Ireland,  before  my  remembrance 
of  him.  But  I  have  always  heard  that  he  was  much  approved  of  as  a  most  agreeable 
companion,  and  too  much  so  for  his  own  advantage,  and  as  a  man  of  business. 

He  left  only  one  son,  Joseph,  a  Field  Officer  in  the  late  War,  being  Major  in  an 
old  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  by  brevet.  He  has  been  much  abroad,  and  in 
many  different  parts  of  the  world  ;  he  is  now  married,  and  has  children. 

p^, — John,  the  next  remaining  son  of  the  said  Joseph  Harrison,  was  born, 
married,  and  died,  and  as  noted  in  the  Pedigree, 

{From  the  Kilner  MS.)  "He  was  a  very  ingenious  and  respectable  person,  of 
great  humanity  and  integrity,  and  who,  from  an  affectionate  regard  to  his  friends  and 
all  good  persons,  is  still  remembered  with  very  great  respect." 

{From  the  Kilner  MS.) 

3£, — Thomas,  the  youngest  son  of  the  said  Joseph  Harrison,  was  born,  married,  and 
died  as  before  related. 

He  was  educated  with  his  brother  at  Marlborough  School ;  was  bred  to  business, 
became  considerable  in  it,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  May,  1751,  was  declared  duly 


Rev.  Joseph  Harrison,  ma. 
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elected  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London  by  a  great  majority.*  He  was  soon  after 
appointed,  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  Receiver- General  of  the  Land  Tax  for 
London  and  Middlesex,  and  on  the  22nd  of  November,  1752,  with  the  then  Lord 
Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Sheriffs,  he  received  the  honour  of  Knighthood  from  King 
George  II.  upon  the  City's  presenting  an  address. 

He  left  three  very  good  and  worthy  sons,  the  two  eldest,  Matthew  and  Benjamin, 
at  this  time  considerable  merchants  in  London,  and  the  youngest,  Thomas,  Attorney- 
General  in  Jamaica.  The  eldest  is  yet  unmarried,  the  other  two  are  both  married 
and  have  children.  Few  persons  have  been  so  respectfully  spoken  of  as  Sir  Thomas 
Harrison  was,  when  he  died  the  London  papers  were  very  large  in  his  commendation, 
and  the  following  account  appears  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  the  month  of 
January,  1765 : 

"  Jan.  2,  1765,  died  at  Bath  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age,  Sir  Thos.  Harrison,  Knt., 
Chamberlain  of  London,  and  Receiver- General  of  the  Land  Tax.  He  was  chosen 
Chamberlain  in  May  1751,  and  from  that  time  devoted  himself  wholly  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  office  ;  his  application  thereto  was  unwearied,  and  his  attendance  on 
eveiy  public  occasion  constant  and  punctual.  In  the  nice  and  important  province  of 
deciding  differences  betwixt  master  and  apprentice,  his  sagacity  and  benevolence  were 
equally  conspicuous.  He  heard  with  patience,  he  determined  with  impartiality,  and  he 
spared  no  pains  to  remove  grievances,  to  suppress  resentments,  and  to  effect  a  lasting 
reconciliation;  and  when,  through  the  offender's  obstinacy,  he  was  compelled  to 
punish,  he  still  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  obviate  the  common  mischiefs  of 
imprisonment,  and  to  prevent  its  extinguishing  shame  and  rendering  vice  obdurate. 

"  In  the  admission  of  Freemen,  he  administered  the  accustomed  oath  with  decent 
solemnity,  a  duty  too  frequently  neglected  ;  and  in  that,  and  every  other  part  of  his 
office,  he  behaved  towards  the  meanest  citizen  with  the  most  obliging  courtesy  and 
condescension  ;  and  whenever  it  became  his  duty  to  present  persons  of  distinction 
with  their  freedom,  his  manner  of  doing  it  was  so  respectful,  and  his  address  so  well 
adapted  to  the  person  and  the  occasion,  that  it  gave  the  highest  satisfaction  to  the 
new  citizen,  and  added  lustre  to  the  dignity  of  the  City. 

"  As  Receiver-General  he  fulfilled  his  trust  with  so  much  honour  and  integrity,  and 
transacted  his  business  with  such  accuracy  and  clearness,  such  order  and  dispatch,  as 
gained  him  the  entire  approbation  of  his  superiors,  and  all  others  who  had  any 
connection  with  the  office. 

"  As  to  his  political  conduct,  though  he  enjoyed  so  considerable  a  post  under  the 
Government,  he  always  preserved  a  generous  independency,  equally  averse  to  an  abject 
servility  and  factious  opposition.  '  To  honour  and  obey  the  king  and  all  that  are  put 
in  authority  under  him,'  was  a  lesson  (he  used  to  say)  that  he  learned  when  a  child 
and  remembered  when  a  man  ;  and,  indeed,  he  constantly  maintained,  both  in  his 
words  and  actions,  such  a  dutiful  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  respectful  submission  to 
his  government,  that  though  he  never  frequented  the  levee  of  men  in  power,  yet  he 
always  found  a  ready  access  and  a  favorable  reception  whenever  his  affairs  (the  affairs 
of  the  City)  required  a  personal  application  to  them. 

"  In  all  the  social  and  domestic  relations  of  life  his  behaviour  was  eminently  good. 
The  dutiful  son,  the  tender  husband,  the  affectionate  father,  the  kind  master,  the 

*  The  Candidates  were  Mr.  Richard  Glover,  Mr.  Deputy  Harrison.  Mr.  Thomas  Meakes,  and 
Mr.  Deputy  Pycroft.    The  majority  was  380. 
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sincere  friend,  and  the  agreeable  companion,  were  united  in  him  ;  and  whoever  entered 
his  house,  as  a  guest,  found  so  hearty  a  welcome  and  so  unaffected  an  hospitality,  and 
was  entertained  with  such  a  flow  of  native  good  humour  and  inoffensive  cheerfulness, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  leave  it  without  regret.  Nor  was  his  benevolence  confined 
to  the  circle  of  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  it  extended  to  the  stranger,  the  fatherless, 
and  the  widow,  towards  whom  not  a  day  passed  undistinguished  by  some  act  of  charity 
and  compassion.  His  bounty,  however,  was  not  bestowed  promiscuously  upon  every 
claimant ;  he  carefully  sought  out  such  as  most  wanted  and  best  deserved  it,  well 
knowing  tbat  what  is  given  to  unworthy  objects  is  taken  from  the  worthy,  no  man's 
fortune  being  adequate  to  the  relief  of  all.  But  he  was  particularly  industrious  to 
discover  the  distress  of  those  who  were  backward  to  publish  it,  and  to  do  them 
effectual  service  without  offending  the  ingenuous  delicacy  of  their  minds.  His  great 
aim  in  actions  of  this  sort  was,  without  ostentation,  to  lessen  the  misery  and  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  his  fellow  creatures.  His  benevolence  was  universal ;  his 
beneficence  to  the  extent  of  his  power. 

"  But  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  Creator  was  the  ruling  principle  of  his  life.  He  had  so 
strong  and  deep  an  impression  upon  his  mind  of  the  various  blessings  which 
Providence  had  heaped  upon  him,  that  he  rejoiced  upon  every  occasion  to  express  his 
warm  and  unfeigned  acknowledgments,  yet  was  fearful  after  all  that  his  heart  was  too 
cold  in  its  thankfulness  to  the  Father  of  Mercies.  He  always  employed  some  part  of 
the  day  in  private  devotion,  and  never  suffered  the  night  to  pass  without  assembling 
the  family  to  join  with  him  in  prayer  and  thanksgiving.  His  attendance  at  the  public 
worship  in  the  church  was  regular  and  exemplary.  No  slight  indisposition,  no 
common  business,  no  misguided  complaisance  to  his  company,  ever  kept  him  from  any 
part  of  the  service  of  that  day  which  is  peculiarly  appropriated  to  God. 

"  In  short,  his  life  was  such  an  uniform  exercise  of  every  human,  social,  and 
Christian  duty  as  was  productive  of  good  to  all  about  him,  and  reflected  happiness 
upon  himself,  and  honour  upon  the  religion  he  professed." 

Dying  and  being  buried  in  the  country,  the  country  papers  likewise  took  especial 
notice  of  him.  The  Gloucester  Journal  of  Monday,  January  the  seventh,  1765,  had 
this  paragraph  : — 

"  Tuesday  last  died  at  Bath  Sir  Tho.  Harrison,  Knt.,  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  Bcceiver-General  of  the  Land  Tax;  which  places  he  enjoyed  ever  since 
the  year  1751.  In  the  death  of  this  great  and  valuable  citizen,  London  will  feel  a 
severe  loss.  Raised  to  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  that  great  city,  he  showed  himself 
in  every  respect  equal  to  it.  His  publick  decisions  were  dictated  by  the  strictest 
justice  and  impartiality,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct  rendered  him  the  object  of 
universal  reverence  and  esteem. 

"  In  his  private  character  he  was  no  less  respectable,  from  the  real  goodness  of  his 
heart  flowed  that  sincere  happiness  which  seemed  to  diffuse  itself  all  around  him. 
Few  men  have  possessed  greater  virtues  ;  nor  has  any  one  done  more  honour  to  his 
native  country  than  Sir  Thomas  Harrison  to  the  county  of  Gloucester." 

And  the  same  Journal  of  Monday,  January  the  fourteenth,  had  this  paragraph  : — 

"  On  Monday  last  the  remains  of  Sir  Thomas  Harrison,  late  Chamberlain  of  the  City 
of  London,  were  brought  from  Bath  to  Cirencester,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  there, 
according  to  his  desire,  very  privately  interred  in  the  same  grave  with  those  of  his  father 
and  mother.  He  was  the  worthy  son  of  the  late  very  reverend  and  much  respected 
minister  of  that  place,  and  who  lived  to  see  his  family  benefit  by  his  example." 
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He  is  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Cirencester,  just  without  the  com- 
munion rails,  under  a  black  marble  with  an  inlaid  border  of  agate,  and  with  this 
inscription  on  an  oblong  piece  of  white  marble  in  the  middle  : — 

Sb  THOMAS  HAERISON  K>t 
Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London 
Youngest  Son  of  Joseph  Harrison  Clerk 
late  Minister  of  this  Parish 
died  the  2nd  of  January  1765  Aged  64 
Dame  DOROTHEA  HARBISON  Eelict  of 
Sir  Thomas  Harrison  died  Jany  8th  1773  Aged  71 


Sir  Thomas  Harrison's  portrait,  and  that  of  his  wife,  Dame  Dorothea,  both  of 
them  painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in  1758,  are  in  the  collection  of  family  pictures 
to  which  reference  has  been  before  made. 

In  the  same  collection  are  also  portraits  of  Richard  Snow,  Esquire,  father  to 
Lady  Harrison,  of  her  brother,  Rev.  John  Snow,  Canon  of  Exeter,  and  others. 

All  these  family  pictures  were  bequeathed  by  Sir  Thomas  Harrison  to  his  eldest 
son,  Matthew  ;  the  following  request  relating  to  them  being  found  in  the  papers  ex- 
pressing Sir  Thomas  Harrison's  last  wishes. 

"  I  would  wish  that  my  Family  Pictures  after  the  death  of  my  wife  might  be  in 
the  possession  of  my  eldest  son  then  living  and  after  his  death  in  the  next  eldest  and 
after  all  their  deaths  in  the  eldest  daughter  so  that  they  may  not  come  into  the 
possession  of  any  grandchild  whilst  I  have  a  child  living  either  by  consanguinity  or 
affinity." 

In  accordance  with  this  wish,  the  family  pictures  referred  to  have  been  kept 
together  and  valued  as  heirlooms  ever  since. 

Will  of  Matthew  Harrison,  Esq.,  who  died  1799. 

It, — "This  is  the  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  me  Matthew  Harrison  of  Harlow 
in  the  County  of  Essex  Esquire  the  Eldest  Son  of  Sir  Thomas  Harrison,  Knt.,  deceased 
(late  Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London).  First,  I  desire  that  I  may  be  buried  in  a 
Brick  Grave  in  the  Churchyard  of  the  Parish  in  which  I  may  die,  in  as  private  a 
manner  as  decency  will  permit  of.  I  give  to  the  Vicar  of  the  Parish  wherein  I  shall 
be  buried  the  sum  of  Five  pounds,  to  be  distributed  by  him,  in  such  manner  as  he 
shall  think  best  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  such  Parish.  I  give  to  Mrs.  Hannah 
Clarke  Fifty  pounds  also  to  the  Man  Servant  who  shall  be  living  with  me  at  my 
decease  Ten  Guineas  ;  also  to  the  other  Servants  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  house 
wherein  I  shall  reside  at  my  decease,  5  Guineas  each.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
Sister  Mrs.  Sarah  Baldwin  Harrison  the  Widow  of  my  late  Brother  Thomas  Harrison 
Esquire  deceased,  One  hundred  Guineas  for  Mourning  for  herself  and  her  Children. 
I  give  my  brilliant  ring  worn  by  my  late  Father  to  my  Nephew  Benjamin  Harrison  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  in  the  County  of  Surrey  Esquire  and  I  give  all  my  Books,  Pictures 
and  Prints  unto  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison  and  my  Nephew  George  Harrison,  of 
Lincoln's  Inn  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  Esquire  my  two  Executors  hereafter  named, 
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equally  to  be  divided  between  them  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  agree  upon.  And  1 
direct  my  Executors  to  pay  to  such  of  the  Children  of  my  said  two  Brothers,  Benja- 
min and  Thomas  Harrison  as  were  my  Godchildren  Ten  Guineas  each.  And  I  direct 
that  all  the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder  of  my  estate  and  effects  of  every  nature  and 
kind,  after  payment  of  my  debts,  legacies  and  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  shall 
be  called  in,  and  received  and  converted  into  money  by  my  said  Executors,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  my  decease.  And  I  give  and  bequeath  the  same  in  manner  following 
(that  is  to  say)  I  give  one  moiety  thereof  unto  my  Sister  Elizabeth  Harrison  of 
Clapham  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  Widow  of  my  said  late  brother  Benjamin  Harrison 
her  executors  administrators  and  assigns  for  her  and  their  own  use  and  benefit ;  and, 
in  case  the  said  Elizabeth  Harrison  shall  die  in  my  lifetime,  I  direct  that  the  said 
moiety  shall  go  to  such  of  her  Children  by  my  said  late  Brother  as  would  have  been 
entitled  thereto  under  her  Will,  or  any  Codicil,  or  as  her  next  of  kin,  (if  she  shall  die 
intestate)  in  case  she  had  survived  me,  And  the  other  moiety  thereof  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  Nephews,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Harrison  and  the  said  George 
Harrison,  the  three  surviving  Children  of  my  said  late  Brother  Thomas  Harrison,  by 
his  first  Wife  Dorothy  Harrison,  equally  between  them  share  and  share  alike,  and  their 
respective  executors  administrators  and  assigns  for  their  own  use  and  benefit,  And  I 
appoint  my  said  Nephews  Benjamin  Harrison  and  George  Harrison  Executors  to  this 
my  last  Will,  and  do  hereby  revoke  all  former  Wills  by  me  at  any  time  heretofore 
made  and  do  declare  this  only  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament.    In  witness  thereof." 

"  15  April,  1798." 

"  Published  in  presence  of  Mr.  Miller, 
"  Vicar  of  Harlow." 

The  pictures  referred  to  were  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  father,  Sir  Thomas  Harri- 
son ;  the  library,  containing  a  valuable  collection  of  Bibles,  was  collected  by  himself. 

His  own  portrait  is  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Dance,  afterwards  Sir  Nathaniel  Holland. 
These  are  all  at  present  in  the  possession  of  his  great-nephew,  Archdeacon  Harrison. 

iL« — There  are  monumental  inscriptions  to  the  memory  of  Benjamin  Harrison 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife  in  the  south  aisle  of  Aveley  Church,  county  Essex, 
where  they  are  buried ;  also  to  two  of  their  children,  Charles,  who  died  March  19, 
1786,  aged  7,  and  Charlotte,  who  died  June  24,  1786,  aged  17. 

— Mr.  Harrison  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Society  and  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries.  He  was  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  Chairman  of  the  Exchequer  Loan  Board.  He  was  also  selected 
as  one  of  the  three  Appeal  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  London  on  the  first 
imposition  of  an  Income  Tax.  But  the  chief  work  of  his  life  was  the  gratuitous 
management  of  Guy's  Hospital  for  the  period  of  fifty  years,  from  1797  to  1847. 

As  regards  his  services  in  this  capacity,  it  was  reported  by  the  Commissioners  for 
Inquiring  concerning  Charities  in  1837,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  duties  of  the  President  are  to  direct  the  holding  of  the  Courts  of  Governors 
or  of  Committees,  when  he  shall  see  fit ;  and  to  preside  at  the  Councils,  and  exercise 
a  general  superintendence  over  the  Institution.  His  duties  have,  however,  for  some 
time  devolved  upon  the  Treasurer. 

"  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  the  present  Treasurer,  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
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office  in  1797,  having  previously  passed  twelve  years  with  him  in  the  Hospital. 
Though  no  longer  resident  within  the  walls,  he  attends  for  several  hours  daily, 
Sundays  only  excepted.  The  management  of  the  estates  and  revenues  is  in  his  hands, 
and  he  examines,  in  person,  into  the  most  minute  details  of  every  branch  of  the 
establishment ;  and  the  Governors  have  been  principally  influenced  by  his  advice  in  the 
various  additions  which  have  lately  been  made  to  those  in  London.  No  salary  is 
attached  to  the  office.  Ten  guineas  are  allowed  for  postage  and  parcels,  and  two 
guineas  for  petty  expenses.    No  security  is  required  of  him. 

"  Every  article  of  expenditure  is  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Harrison.  He  makes 
the  larger  payments  on  account  of  the  Hospital  himself,  the"  smaller  demands  being 
discharged  by  the  Steward,  who  receives  cheques  from  him  for  the  purpose.  He 
appoints  the  sisters  and  servants  of  the  institution,  and  regulates  the  attendance  of  the 
medical  and  surgical  officers. 


"  The  (Medical)  Schools  are  exclusively  and  absolutely  under  his  control." 
The  Charity  Commissioners  conclude  their  Report  in  the  following  paragraph  : 


"  In  submitting  these  remarks,  it  is  but  justice  to  Mr.  Harrison  to  state,  that  his 
whole  time,  talent,  and  energies  have  for  above  forty  years  been  devoted  to  the  service 
of  the  Hospital,  and  that  the  entire  course  of  his  administration  has  been  marked  by 
zeal  the  most  active  and  efficient,  as  well  as  by  the  most  scrupulous  and  disinterested 

integrity  We  are  far  from  being  prepared  to  show,  or  even  to  suggest,  that  the 

interests  of  the  charity  have,  as  yet,  suffered  under  the  above  extraordinary  delegation 
of  authority  to  this  gentleman ;  but  a  successor  equally  qualified  and  willing  to  make 
similar  sacrifices  with  him  is  not  likely  to  be  found,  when  it  may  become  necessary,  and 
much  confusion  and  injury  may  then  not  unreasonably  be  anticipated,  as  the  result  of 
the  system  of  non-interference  on  the  part  of  those  who  nominally  hold  the  adminis- 
trative power  of  the  establishment." 

The  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Harrison  was  held  by  the  tenants  on  the  Guy's 
Hospital  estates  may  be  gathered  from  the  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  the 
Church  of  Saint  Matthew,  Sutton  Bridge,  Lincolnshire,  which  bears  the  following 
inscription : — 

In  Memory  of 
Benjamin  Harbison  Esquire 
of  Clapham  Common  Surrey 
for  50  years  Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospital 
who  died  on  the  18th  day  of  May  1856 
in  the  85  year  of  his  age. 
The  Tenantry 
on  the  Guy's  Hospital  estate  in  Lincolnshire 
have  erected  this  Tablet  . 
to  testify  their  veneration  of  his  character 
for  benevolence  and  urbanity ; 
and  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  deep  interest  he  took 
in  the  religious  education  of  the  poor, 

and  in  the  building  of  this  church, 
which,  to  use  his  own  words,  he  hoped 
would  be  for  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Luke  vii.  5. 
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0,t — Mary  Pelly,  daughter  of  Henry  Hinde  Pelly,  Esquire,  and  Sally  Hitchen  his 
wife,  daughter  of  John  Blake,  Esquire,  of  Parliament  Street,  and  of  Watcombe,  Hants, 
and  eventually  coheiress  of  her  brother,  John  Bradby  Blake,  Esquire,  who  died  at 
Canton  in  1773.  A  biographical  notice  of  this  gentleman  appears  in  the  Annual 
Register  for  1776.  He  was  one  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company's  Super- 
cargoes at  Canton,  "  where  he  employed  every  spare  moment  of  his  time  to  the 
advancement  of  natural  science  and  the  benefit  of  his  country."  He  did  this  by 
collecting  and  sending  to  England  Chinese  ores ;  large  quantities  of  seeds  and  plants, 
which  were  distributed  between  his  Majesty's  garden  at  Kew,  the  garden  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  and  various  botanists  of  note ;  and  also  specimens  of  the 
earths  used  in  the  manufacture  of  porcelain,  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Wedgwood,  Mr.  Blake  eventually  sacrificing  his  life  to  the  industry  and  ardour  of 
his  pursuits. 

On  a  visit  to  England  he  brought  with  him  a  young  Chinese  protege  named 
Hwang-ya-tung  or  Hwang-e-tung,  who  he  placed  for  education  at  Sevenoaks  School. 
Whilst  there  he  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  who  had  the  portrait  of  him 
which  is  now  in  the  Sackville  collection  at  Knole,  painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 
A  second  portrait,  also  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  is  amongst  the  Harrison  family  pictures 
in  the  possession  of  Archdeacon  Harrison. 

©+ — It  will  be  seen  that  the  heirship-presumptive  of  the  senior  branch  of  the 
family  of  Harrison  vests  in  the  sisters  of  Ven.  Archdeacon  Harrison ;  and  that  the 
issue  of  the  eldest  sister  trace  descent  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harrison  of  Cirencester 
in  no  less  than  four  different  ways.  It  is  probably  a  unique  example  of  such  a 
descent ;  and  is  shewn  as  follows  :  — 

Rev.  Joseph  Harrison,  of  Cirencester.=pCatharine  Hitchens. 


Sir  Thos  =pDorothea        Catharine=pWm  Turner.       Dorothea  =pJohn  Cripps. 


Harrison. 


Snow.  Harrison. 


Harrison. 


Ann  Turner.=FRobert  Hall. 


r  i  i 

•    Benjn  Harris on.=j=Eliz.  Pelly.  Hester  Hall.=pJoseph  Cripps. 


Benj.  Harrison.=pMary  Pelly.        Dorothea  Harrison.=f  Joseph  Cripps,  M.P. 


Benj.  Harrison,  Archdeacon  of=  Isabella        Mary  Anne  Harrison,=p William  Cripps, 
Maidstone,  only  surviving  son,    Thornton.     eldest  dau'r,  living  M.P. 
living  1881,  s.p.  1881. 


Wilfred  Joseph  Cripps  and  others,  living  in  1881. 


Benjamin  Harrison.  Esq. 

I  771  -  1856. 


